TALK FROM CORNERSTONE COMMITTEE TO THE PARISHIONERS 

ABOUT OUR NEW “HOUSE OF PRAYER”
May 4, 2008

This parish started in 2001, just five days after the 9- eleven tragedy. We celebrated Sunday mass at Indian Trace Elementary school cafeteria. In order to provide the ministries necessary for a parish, we needed to find a space that we could use all week long, not just on Sundays. We found this warehouse space in 2002 and borrowed some money to build it out and make it useable. We made it nice enough to hold a reverent mass, practical enough to run our office functions and flexible enough to accommodate many different ministries, most especially our 800 CCD students. 

We have a great parish family here at St. Katharine’s. You know people and they know you.  We have great music, comfortable surroundings and a real spiritual devotion to the Eucharist. When you’re here, your family. But this place still falls short of all our needs because we can’t hold a wedding or a funeral mass here and we still turn away CCD students for lack of space.  

If you were here at Mass last weekend, you heard Fr. Pedro talk about the parish operating expenses and the need for everyone to increase their contributions to the weekly collection by at least 3% in order for us to meet our monthly expenses. You also heard him talk about the archdiocese expectations that the families in this parish need to be contributing weekly utilizing the collection envelopes. He made it very clear that unless we do both, the parish is in jeopardy of being shut down.

The reason for that is economic. The members of this parish have to support it with their own money. The archdiocese perception is that if the parishioners aren’t willing to commit to supporting it financially, then why have it at all. Their expectation for a committed parish is that 75% of the registered parishioners should be contributing weekly using the envelopes. 

We have a long way to go to get there. We also have another challenge.  This warehouse space we rent is costing us about $200,000.00 each year.  The lease here expires in March of 2010, only two and a half years from now. The price at that point will most likely escalate rapidly. We simply cannot afford to continue to lease. We have to build our own place, now.

The Cornerstone Group has been working diligently for the last five years on this building project. Our parishioners have contributed over $800,000.00 towards the project you see on the screen behind me. The money we’ve spent to date has gone towards all the architectural design and land preparation work necessary to obtain clearance to build from the city, county, South Florida Water Management District and the Army Corp of Engineers. We are very close to getting that clearance.

Our real challenge comes once we get the clearance. We need to start building right away or we lose the window of opportunity.  We need to collect half of the funds necessary for the project, about $4,000.000.00 before we can start building.  We expect the clearance to come this summer, 2008. Which will allow us to start clearing the land in early 2009.

We need the financial commitment of the parish now. With your commitment on the money, we can reasonably expect to be in our new building around December of 2010.  Without your commitment, we can expect to close the parish before then.

This parish has been blessed with two excellent, insightful and committed pastors. Both of them have worked hard to nourish this parish. We, as parishioners, must not let them or ourselves down. We need to step up and make a commitment to this parish. Every day, you make commitment decisions. About your life, your home, your family and your lifestyle. Today, we’re asking you to make a commitment to this parish. 

Do you want this parish to remain, or do you want it to fail? The choice is yours.

What’s needed to make our new home a reality is a commitment of $35 per week per family. Will you make that commitment for your family?  Will you make that commitment for our parish family? We’re asking you to make that commitment today.  

Fr. Pedro was serious last week about the Archdiocese closing our doors. We can’t keep them open without your commitment. The Lord will help us, but we need to be mindful that everything we have belongs to him. He’s only asking for the first fruits of our labor. 

The Ushers are handing out commitment forms. Please, for the future of our parish, fill them out and place them in the second collection basket today. 

Thank you.

