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CATHOLIC CONVERSATIONS ON THE SCRIPTURES

Archdiocese of Miami - Ministry of Christian Formation
July 4, 2010


14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)

Gospel reading

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 10:1-9



[To be read aloud]

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit.  He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.  Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals; and greet no one along the way. Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household’. If a peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment.  Do not move about from one house to another. Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.’”

Brief commentary:
    Only the Gospel of Luke tells of this second mission of the disciples. The number 72 is symbolic because, according to rabbinic teaching, there were 72 nations in the world based on the reading in Greek of the 10th chapter of the Book of Genesis. The disciples are sent “ahead of him,” meaning that they are not the focus of the preaching, but the announcers of the One who is to come after them. The cost of discipleship is highlighted. Jesus’ followers are sent into a hostile environment, “like lambs among wolves,” relying totally on God. Yet, the messengers are to assure those who do not accept the Good News that the kingdom of God is near. Their rejection cannot stop it!      

     This is perhaps the greatest challenge of our century, as we find ourselves more and more violent, both at home and in the world. The first missionaries trusted Jesus enough to obey his strange command and by doing so transformed the world for all of us. Peace is not only possible. For a Catholic, peace is a duty.

Today’s reading offers three significant messages:

●
The disciples should not place their trust in “what” they bring to the mission, but on “who” they proclaim. 

●
The gift of peace is not only an expression of good will, but the offer of a gift from God-Shalom, peace - the unity and harmony of everything in God.

●
Jesus gave only two things to his followers: each other, and peace.

For our shared or personal reflection:

After a brief pause for silent reflection share your answers, ideas or feelings
1. Have you ever tried to “intimidate” people into accepting the Gospel message? Have you ever been intimidated by other Christians? Explain.

2. Do you think that the peace of Christ reigns in your home and place of work? Is there anything that you can do to bring it about?

  Suggested readings:  Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 2; 551; 765; 787; 849-852; 2305; 2611.

CATHOLIC CONVERSATIONS ON THE SCRIPTURES
Archdiocese of Miami - Ministry of Christian Formation
July 11, 2010


15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)




Gospel reading

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 10:25-37 




[To be read aloud]
There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test him and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?” He said in reply, “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” He replied to him, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.” But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. A priest* happened to be going down that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. Likewise a Levite* came to the place, and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him.  If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.’  “Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”   *Priest, Levite: those religious representatives of Judaism who would have been expected to be models of “neighbor” to the victim.
Brief commentary:
     In response to a question from a Jewish legal expert about inheriting eternal life, Jesus illustrates the superiority of love over legalism through the parable of the Good Samaritan. This story carries a difficult lesson to accept! The scholar is testing Jesus, and Jesus answers with one of his most treasured parables. “Who is my neighbor?” the scholar asks. It would have been enough if Jesus had explained that the true neighbor was the one who stopped to help the wounded man. But, the parable goes beyond common sense by bringing in the figure of the Samaritan. In Biblical times, Samaritans were despised and ridiculed by the Jews. Yet, it is this pariah who performs a loving service avoided by Jewish religious leaders. The law of love proclaimed in the “Sermon on the Plain” is exemplified by one whom the legal expert would have considered ritually impure.
Today’s reading offers three significant messages:

●
Jesus expands the notion of neighbor from one in my own group to a despised outsider for whom one only feels hatred and contempt. 

●
This parable calls us to judge people not by their ethnicity or religious titles, but by their actions.  

●
Intellectual knowledge of God’s law and will is not enough to enter eternal life.

For our shared or personal reflection:

After a brief pause for silent reflection share your answers, ideas or feelings.
1. How do you respond to people in need? What motivates your response? The law? Compassion?  Christian love?

2. Reflect on our treatment of homeless and the evil of ethnic cleansing in the light of this parable. Are you being called to be a Good Samaritan to someone of another “group”?

       Suggested readings: Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 1825; 1968-1972; 2083; 2196; 2822.

CATHOLIC CONVERSATIONS ON THE SCRIPTURES
Archdiocese of Miami - Ministry of Christian Formation
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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)

Gospel reading

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 10:38-42  



[To be read aloud] 

Jesus entered a village where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving?  Tell her to help me.” The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”

Brief commentary:
    According to verse 30, Martha is the hostess and apparently the owner of the house. When Jesus comes to visit her, Martha wants to show him the best of the customary Jewish hospitality, but in doing so, she neglects to listen to her guest. This passage is often misunderstood and misinterpreted. Jesus is not criticizing Martha’s service and praising Mary for doing “nothing.” The passage does not condemn Martha’s actions, but challenges her priorities. Christian discipleship is above all a total commitment to Christ and that requires time to “be” with him and to listen to his word. This love-relationship is the “one thing required,” and it is the source of any loving service. Martha could have been “listening” to Jesus while doing her chores, but, instead her mind was occupied with judgmental criticism of her sister. 

      The story of Martha and Mary further illustrates the importance of hearing the words of the teacher and the concern with women in the Gospel of Luke.

Today’s reading offers three significant messages:

●
Mary is praised not for “sitting,” but for “listening.” True disciples need to join prayer to action and action to prayer, to be both Martha and Mary.

●
Jesus is cautioning Martha and us about undue anxiety. Martha is not malicious. She has simply missed the point of the visit.

●
It is remarkable for first-century Palestinian Judaism that a woman would assume the posture of a disciple at the master’s feet, and it further reveals a characteristic attitude of Jesus toward women in this Gospel.

For our shared or personal reflection:

After a brief pause for silent reflection share your answers, ideas or feelings.
1. Often we miss what is really important worrying about small details. A simple sandwich given with love may be better than a banquet filled with anxiety and regret. Have you ever been in a similar situation?

2. In your opinion, what are some of the things that should really worry us?

Suggested readings:  Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 2653; 2660; 2709; 2715-2716. 

CATHOLIC CONVERSATIONS ON THE SCRIPTURES
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July 25, 2010


17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle C)

Gospel reading

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 11:1-13  



[To be read aloud]

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples.”  He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the final test.”  And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey and I have nothing to offer him,’ and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked and my children and I are already in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything.’  “I tell you, if he does not get up to give the visitor the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he needs because of his persistence. And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks the door will be opened. What father among you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a fish?  Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you then, who are wicked, know to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 

Brief commentary:
    It was customary for rabbis to teach their followers to pray; therefore the disciples believed that Jesus, like John the Baptist, could give them a new insight into prayer. In response to their request, Jesus reveals the Lord’s Prayer. Scholars believe that, although Luke’s text is briefer and less familiar than that found in Matthew’s Gospel, Luke’s is probably closer to the original words of Jesus. The prayer begins with Jesus’ extraordinary address for God, “Father” (Hebrew: Abba), a familiar way to speak to God which could be translated as Daddy. The prayer begins asking for the glorification of God’s name on earth and the establishment of the kingdom. Then it addresses the disciples’ needs: God will continue to protect them even at the final moment. The prayer also makes clear that God’s forgiveness of us and our forgiveness of others are intimately connected.

     The two parables at the end of the reading are an invitation to perseverance in prayer, even when our prayers are not answered in the way that we would like. The comparison with an earthly father giving his child a scorpion or a snake highlights the absurdity of thinking of God as harsh or cruel.
Today’s reading offers three significant messages:
●
Luke presents the gift of the Holy Spirit as the response of the Father to the prayer of the Christian disciple.

●
When we pray to God as Abba, we are in communion with him and with one another.

●
The forgiveness we give is an ongoing response to the forgiveness we receive. 

For our shared or personal reflection:

After a brief pause for silent reflection share your answers, ideas or feelings.
1. How do I pray? What is prayer to me? Explain.

2. How do I live the kind of bond that exists among all those who call God “Father?” 

    Suggested readings: Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 443; 520; 728; 1425; 2601; 2607-

                                      2616; 2623; 2632; 2671; 2759-2854.
